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The Sunflower Bible 


Ai true story from the Ohio River flood. Its setting, the city of Newtown, 

Ohio, suffered with hundreds of other communities along the Ohio River 

in January. Additional notes from Cincinnati, Louisville, and other river 
cilies are appended. 


NNOUNCEMENT was made by the 
Superintendent that a prize of a 
leather Bible would be given to the 

boy or girl raising the largest sunflower. 
Seed was given out, and sunflowers began 
sprouting all over Newtown. [rank 
wanted that Bible; so he watered and 
tended his sunflower faithfully day after 
day. Even Jack who grew the well-known 
bean stalk didn’t give his plant more care. 
Then came the day for measuring. 
Each one brought his sunflower to the 
superintendent’s desk. The foot rule 
showed the first flower to have a diameter 
of nine inches; the next measured eleven 
inches, and the next ten anda half. Then 
came one that measured eleven and a half 
inches, and it looked as though it had won 
the prize. But there was a commotion at 
the back of the room, and in came [Irank, 
a little late to Sunday school, lugging his 
sunflower. The superintendent laid his 
rule across it, but it fell short; for the 
width of the sunflower outran the length 
of the ruler. Frank had won the prize. 
His sunflower had a span of 15 inches. 
The Bible came in a lovely box, and was 
kept that way until Frank began reading 
his Bible every night before going to bed. 
Then he found a place for it on the top 
shelf of the bookcase. Later, when the 


teacher in his sister’s department asked 
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that every pupil bring his Bible to Sun- 
day school, Frank allowed his sister to 
take his Bible, but carefully stipulated 
that she must always return it to its place 
in the bookcase. 

When the Ohio River went so far over 
its banks in January, Newtown was in the 
path of the flood. But Frank’s house was 
high up in the town, so his family did not 
worry. One night they noticed the people 
on the street below moving out in boats, 
and they were told the water was going 
to rise into their house that night. They 
quickly gathered up the radio and a few 
clothes, which they put in the attic room 
in the house next door, as they had no sec- 
ond story to their house. But, like most 
of the flood-threatened people of the Ohio 
Valley,. Frank’s family stayed in the 
house, unwilling to believe that the water 
would really evict them. At length they 
went to bed. In the middle of the night, 
after a very sudden rise in the river, they 
were awakened by the father, who told 
them the water was already above the 
floor of the house and still rising. They 
called for help and were taken off in a 
rowboat. In the excitement of getting 
away, they all forgot about the sunflower 
3ible on the top shelf of the bookcase. 
But Frank’s father told him that he didn’t 
see how the water could possibly reach 
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These pictures, taken of 
the West Broadway Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Kentucky, 
are not unique. Many of the 
finest churches of the city 
suffered similarly. In many 


that high. He comforted Frank by rehearsing 
how in 1884, when the river had reached the 
greatest height ever known, it had come only 
to a certain level in the town, which was about 
halfway up on the wall of their own house. The 
family were finally landed on the hillside above 
the town, and after a long journey to the next 
village higher up, they found shelter for the 
night. 

Later, the father went back to see how far 
the water had risen, and was barely able to 
make out his own house and the one next door 
by their roofs appearing above the water. 
When the flood had receded, they found that 
the radio and their clothes stored in the attic 
of the neighbor’s house had not been harmed, 
but everything downstairs in both houses had 
been ruined, and the bookcase had overturned. 
In the middle of the room they found Frank’s 
sunflower Bible water-soaked and covered with 
mud. 

The Bible Society has given Frank a new 
Bible, not so beautiful in its cover as the Bible 
he had won as a prize in Sunday school, but as 
he reads his new one he finds within its covers 
the same beautiful truths. 

* * * 


In 1884 the Ohio rose to a height of 72 feet, 
which finally came to be accepted as a possible 
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smaller churches the damage 
was even greater. Notice the 
ruined Bibles in the center 
picture. Let us help these 
churches. 


high-water mark; and all along the river peo- 
ple built their houses and their churches accord- 
ingly—above the “record high.” The Indians 
told early settlers of Cincinnati that at one time 
(about 1774) the river had risen to a point just 
below where Fort Washington later was built. 
They pointed to a mark on a tree that had been 
made at the time. But, so high was that spot 
from the river bank, that no white man ever 
believed their story. 

On January 24, 1937, the river rose in Cin- 
cinnati to the unbelievable height of 80 feet as 
against a normal of 35 feet. The Indians’ mark 
had long before disappeared, but evidently the 
red man had been right. Seventy-two feet was 
not the record ‘“‘high.”’ 

It was this conviction of a maximum high 
water of seventy-two feet that threatened the 
lives of people and brought destruction to fur- 
nishings and possessions. In most instances 
families stayed on in their homes until they 
had to be removed with no more than five min- 
utes’ notice. One woman waded out of her 
home with the water up to her neck. Prac- 
tically all were removed by boats. 

A million people in the Ohio Valley were 
forced to leave their homes, most of them sal- 
vaging no more than what they could carry in 
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their arms. Town after town along the river 
became entirely inundated, with only the roofs 
of houses and the church spires appearing 
above the water. Portsmouth, barricaded on 
all sides by a sixty-foot wall, awakened in the 
night to find the river cascading over the top 
of the wall. The only town remaining dry be- 
hind its walls was Cairo at the junction of the 
Ohio and the Mississippi. This town of 13,000 
was evacuated, but its homes were saved from 
the flood. Paducah, just above Cairo, was evac- 
uated of 34,000 people. Some of these were 
sent as far as Knoxville and Fort Knox. The 


evacuation took place at the last moment before 
the only remaining highway was flooded. 


CITY OF DAYTON, KENTUCKY, WITH CINCIN- 
NATI IN THE BACKGROUND 


No city suffered so severely as Louisville, 
where two thirds of that great metropolis of 
825,000 was flooded. In the flooded area are 
200 churches and 50,000 homes. A week after 
the water went down in Louisville, a heavy rain 
fell, washing clean the streets and lawns; but 
within, the homes were covered with muck and 
mire. Furniture, its glue loosened by the water, 
had fallen apart and was washed into heaps. 
Dishes swept from the shelves were broken and 
scattered over the floor. In most homes the 
bookcases were overturned, strewing their con- 
tents over the flood waters. A few pages of the 
Old Testament were picked up in the street in 
front of one house. In one of the many little 
heaps of refuse found along the curb, there was 
discovered a schoolbook, a few magazines, and 
a catechism. 

In one church the Bibles in the pews were so 
swollen with the water, they could hardly be 
removed from the rack; and hymn books were 
found stuck to the mire on the floor. Upon the 
platform were found a once beautiful pulpit 


Page 45 


Bible and the pastor’s hand Bible washed from 
the pulpit and buried in the mud on the floor. 
The console of the organ was ruined, as was 
the recently purchased grand piano. (It is esti- 
mated 2,000 pianos were ruined in Louisville 


alone. ) 
* * * 


Appeals are beginning to come in to the 
American Bible Society for help in refurnish- 
ing homes and churches with Bibles. One man 
writes that his home has been washed away, 
and asks us to help him get a Bible. A pastor 
reports that 95 percent of his parishioners were 
flooded out, all having Bibles in their homes. 
A colored pastor reports thirty members hav- 
ing lost their Bibles. One minister serving two 
churches advises us both were flooded and both 
pulpit Bibles ruined. A district superintendent 
advises us that ten of his churches were flooded, 
and hundreds of members have lost their 
Bibles. 

ok * * 

As fast as people return to their homes in 
any section, organized efforts are being made 
to determine Bible losses. In Louisville the 
Bible Society is working with the Council of 
Churches in conducting a systematic survey to 
discover Bible needs. It is estimated that 2,000 
Bibles will be needed to refurnish homes in that 
city with Bibles. In addition, thousands of por- 
tions will be used in an effort to encourage 
people to read the Scriptures in this their time 
of distress. The text printed on the back of 
the portions being distributed from door to door 
reads as follows: 


“Come, and let us return unto the Lord; for 
he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up.” 


CINCINNATI STREET SCENE, JANUARY 1937 
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The Bible in a Day of Rebuilding 


Some reflections recorded during a tour of visitation of the District and 
Division Offices of the American Bible Society by General Secretary 
Brown in January and February 1937 


By Grorck WILLIAM Brown 


r NRAFFIC bridges washed out, houses 
moved off their foundations, streets 
undermined, trees uprooted, despairing 

home owners looking vainly for household pos- 

sessions carried away by the flood,—all of this, 
plus sober references to certain tragic deaths, 
is what a visitor to a flood-ravaged area sees. 

There are two alternatives in such a sit- 
uation: either to rebuild at once on the old 
foundations and reproduce a city unsafe in sub- 
sequent floods, or to rebuild the city with pro- 
tection against all possible future devastation 
and desolation. 

All of which is a parable in a world covered 
by much of the slime and sediment of the World 
War, and rocking from the disorder and chaos 
or a world depression. Our generation is now 
in a time of rebuilding, and what we do in the 
next decade will set the pattern for generations 
to come. 

What about the Bible just now? How impor- 
tant an implement is it to men endeavoring to 
reestablish life and society upon more stable 
foundations? Is it so vital and so valuable that 
a Bible Society and its supporters can give 
themselves unremittingly and with enthusiasm 
to its world-wide distribution? 

This age of rebuilding is greatly concerned 
with people. Individuals as never in the mem- 
ory of most of us stand out from the crowd. 
There are a dozen and more dictators and 
would-be dictators whose names are household 
words the world over. And not alone with 
them, but with many groups of persons this age 
is greatly concerned. Youth in C.C.C. camps, 
factory workers with the vigor of maturity 
upon them, older persons whose income is to 
be safeguarded, the very old for whom there 
must be security, are the concern and conversa- 
tion of a generation engaged in rebuilding a 
shocked and wearied world. 

The Bible is everywhere a book about people. 


How much it tells us about the mistakes, the 
aspirations, and the needs of persons! We 
read it, and we find its pages brimming with 
biography. Its characters, sometimes weak, 
but more often strong, reveal the motives, the 
inner impulses, the depths to which men may 
sink, and the sublime heights to which they may 
climb. We read of brave Esther, purposeful 
Daniel, strong-willed Joseph, sensual Samson, 
Elijah alternately fearless and downcast, out- 
spoken Micah, one disciple beloved, another 
shamelessly traitorous. We read “the ministry 
of Him who, through the round of human life 
and all its hopes and griefs from birth to death, 
from infancy to age, had sweet compassion for, 
and interest in, its every scene and stage, its 
every sufferer and sorrow.” In the Bible we 
find humanity mirrored, and it is with human- 
ity that men and women in this age of rebuild- 
ing have much to do. 

Our day is deeply interested in the relations 
which the persons of this generation sustain to 
one another. We are conscious of the desira- 
bility of friendly relations between men who 
work and men who employ workers. We know, 
too, that in many areas of our country and in 
many of its cities there are different races who 
must live side by side. Again, a new intimacy 
is developing between the peoples of North 
America and those of South America. Hence- 
forth not only are we to be neighbors with each 
other, but we are to try to be good neighbors. 

Added to these relationships is that between 
all the varied peoples of both Americas and the 
nervous war-fearful peoples of Europe; and, 
finally, all of us in the Americas and Europe 
must develop a technique of living peaceably 
on the same earth with all the peoples of the 
Far East. Our generation is confronted with 
a complex set of interclass, interracial, and in- 
ternational relationships. 

The Bible is a very significant and usable 
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Seminary students under the direction of Dr. John Lowe Fort (seated, right), Exec- 
utive Secretary of the Louisville Council of Churches, Louisville, Kentucky, just before 
starting out to distribute 9,200 Bibles and Scripture portions to flood sufferers. 


book in its treatment of the fine art of living 
with one another; for it has much to say about 
how people can and should live together. 

The story of Naboth’s vineyard is an apt il- 
lustration of how not to pass from the “have 
not” class to that of a “have.” The magna- 
nimity of Abraham toward Lot exemplifies 
beautifully how two ambitious persons can get 
along together happily. Saul and David are 
thrown together frequently, and it is usually 
David who relieves certain inevitable tensions. 
Bluntly and pathetically, the Bible tells us that 
the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans 
—which is one way of meeting the difficulty. 
Saint Paul declares emphatically that ‘‘there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female.” 
Our Lord, in his great intercessory prayer, be- 
sought God that “they may be one.” 

Moreover, in this day of rebuilding, the Bible 
sets forth certain timeless principles directly 
related to people in their human relationships. 
One of the most important is that man is much 
more than a physical being. Wages, food, se- 
curity, old-age pensions, and kindred items have 
their place of importance; but the Scriptures 
assure us that life is more than the food, and 
the body more than the raiment. We read in 


the Bible that man doth not live by bread only. 
The Word of God solemnly assures us that a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth. That man is 
capable of living nobly even though his living 
conditions are imperfect is constantly shown in 
the Scriptures. Daniel could purpose in his 
heart he would not defile himself even though 
he was far from home’s restraints and prac- 
tically a slave. The Scripture abounds with 
many similar instances of living nobly in an 
unfriendly environment. They are at their best 
when seen in individuals whose comradeship is 
with Christ. Saint Paul knew not only how to 
be abased, but also how to abound — through 
Christ. He had learned the secret both to be 
filled and to be hungry —in Christ. He could 
abound and be in want equally well—in Christ. 
He could do all things in Christ, who strength- 
ened him. 

Thus the Bible is to a sober-minded genera- 
tion engaged in stabilizing and enriching a 
chaotic world the “‘supreme book of mankind.” 
Hopefully, eagerly, and with satisfaction the 
American Bible Society in a day of rebuilding 
continues its work of making the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments the possession of 
the peoples of the world. 
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A Blind Man “Sees” the Rainbow 
Over the Flood 


‘ , HEN the Ohio River floods were at 
their height, Mr. John A. Jones, a blind 
resident of Louisville, Kentucky, wrote 
for a braille volume of Scripture. The order 
was not filled as promptly as usual, for fear 
that it might not be delivered either because of 
the difficulty of any mail reaching the stricken 
city or because Mr. Jones’ home might have 
been among those evacuated in the hour of dis- 
tress. When, however, the water had receded 
and the reports came that communication had 
been restored, the braille volume was shipped. 
Under date of February 9, Mr. Jones wrote 
the Bible Society as follows: 


“T received my braille Volume of Scripture 
Passages, with which I am perfectly satisfied. 
I would like to know if I can get a similar book 
in ink to give to some of my friends. Although 
the Ohio River rose at the rate of one inch an 
hour, I escaped by thirteen inches and a half 
of having water on our first floor. The normal 
stage of the river at Louisville is fourteen feet, 
the flood stage is twenty-seven feet, but the 
river rose thirty feet above the flood stage, or a 
total of fifty-seven feet. There was water 
eighteen inches deep all around our house; but 
I, being familiar with the river here, was not 
afraid, as I knew there was no dam or levee to 
break and cause a sudden rise. The river rose 
ten feet higher than the flood of 1884, which 
was the record. We had grate fires, and, al- 
though many people did not have any gas, we 
had plenty of gas to cook with and help heat the 
house when the cellar was full of water, and 
the furnace out of commission. When I saw 
that the flood was going to surround us, I put 
in a supply of food to last a week, as I felt sure 
that would be sufficient to tide us over. 

“We did not need a thing during the six days 
we were surrounded with water. My mother 
and I never had as much as a cold and felt bet- 
ter than usual physically. There is no kind of 
epidemic, and the weather has been generally 
above freezing. Today we have the windows 
open to keep the house from getting too hot. 
Our house has two floors, and if the water had 


gotten on the first floor, we could have gone 
upstairs. The death rate is said to be normal. 
The house radios were out of commission, but 
the auto radios and the crystal sets did good 
service in aiding rescue work. Most every avail- 
able source was put to boat building, and one 
company was turning out one steel rowboat 
every hour, although boat building was not its 
line. I thought that was pretty good. I put 
my high-school knowledge of siphonage to 
work, and was successful in emptying two cel- 
lars in the neighborhood where the coal was 
stored in the cellar and no man in the house. 
One good thing the flood has done is to leave a 
fine coat of rich soil on all the land which it 
overflowed. It also gave the river bed a good 
scouring. This river is dammed up to a point 
where the flow is practically stopped in the dry 
weather, and still water does not purify itself. 
Our water supply was rationed, as the pumping 
station was flooded; but it is restored now. We 
were never without water, as it was rationed 
from the great reservoirs two hours a day. 
Since the water went down, there has been 
plenty of work cleaning streets of mud and 
driftwood, and everywhere there are all kinds 
of pumps emptying cellars and basements. 
Some people did not wait for a boat when their 
house was surrounded with water, but just 
waded out through the water.” 


Here is a man who though blind has real vis- 
ion of a deeper sort. He sees God’s hand of 
love even in the midst of apparent destruction 
and loss, and he inecarnates the spirit of God in 
his desire to supply Scriptures to his seeing 
friends who have lost their Bibles in the flood. 
Surely, there will be many readers of this letter 
who will add their gifts of love, that lost Bibles 
may be replaced. 


The cover picture was taken of the 
city of New Richmond, Ohio, at the 
height of the flood, January 1937- 
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Light in Dark Africa 


“Ghe author of this article is a missionary of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, a member of the Presbytery of Arkansas, and a living testimony 
for Christ in the heart of dark Africa. 


By Dr. Grorce T. McKup 


N 1927 the American Bible Society pub- 
Listes and shipped to the Mission of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church in Congo 
Belge 6,210 Bibles in the Luba-Lulua language, 
the very first edition of the whole Bible in that 
tongue. These were followed in 1934 by 5,200 
separate New Testaments. What these Scrip- 
tures have been achieving in Africa may be 
grasped from the following paragraphs. 
These Bibles and Testaments cost the Society 
—for composition, proofreading, correcting, 
platemaking, paper, printing, binding, packing, 
and shipping — approximately $19,600 to pro- 
duce and deliver. Toward this the Executive 
Committee on Foreign Missions of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church and the local mission 
have advanced approximately $3,400 (a part of 
which will be repaid by sales), and other re- 
turns of sales have so far amounted to $375. It 
is estimated that some $850 may yet come in 
from the sale of the Bibles and Testaments yet 
unsold. Thus the supporters of the Bible So- 
ciety have expended $15,000 in making Bibles 
and Testaments available at prices the thou- 
sands of Luba-Lulua people can pay. The re- 
port of Dr. McKee gives abundant evidence of 
the life-giving character of this one among 
many similar investments of the Soctiety’s 
friends. He writes: 


“The American Bible Society very generously 
agreed to reduce the price of our Luba-Lulua 
Bible from twenty to ten francs a copy, in 
order to meet the reduced circumstances of our 
people so affected by the depression. We have 
noticed since then a marked increase in the 
number of Bibles and Testaments purchased, 
and are thankful that a new impetus has thus 
been placed upon the sale and distribution of 
God’s Word. 

“As the Kasai natives advance in wisdom 
from year to year we find their knowledge of 
the Scriptures to be commensurate with their 


RETURNING FROM THE CENTRAL MARKET IN 
LEMBO, CONGO BELGE 


mental progress. In all large centers it is now 
extraordinary to find a young man totally un- 
able to read. And their largest and best store 
of information as well as inspiration is the 
Bible. Among the school pupils and those best 
informed among our leaders it is encouraging 
to see how eager they are to be accurate about 
Biblical facts. The missionary has to be ex- 
tremely careful now in his preaching and teach- 
ing lest some native catch him in a mistake. 
“Our people have remarkable memories, and 
most of our younger Christians can recite long 
portions of Scripture, which might easily be 
too big a task for their American brothers and 
sisters. A different portion of Scripture is re- 
quired as memory work for each grade in 
school, and by the time the pupil graduates he 
has learned many pages of the Word by heart. 
“One of the most significant uses of our Luba- 
Lulua Bible since its appearance in 1927 has 
been the unexpected influence it has had over 
certain white people within our mission area. 
There have been European traders among us, 
not versed in French or English, but with a 
knowledge of the native language, who have 
found their first real introduction to the way 
of life in the pages of the Luba-Lulua Bible, 
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carried to them often by the natives them- 
selves to the farthest outpost. 

“Our Luba-Lulua Bible is the first complete 
Bible in any native language in central Belgian 
Congo, and still serves a greater population 
than any other. This language is understood 
in many places far beyond its natural borders. 
Our Bibles have a circulation from Leopoldville 
to Elisabethville, and their influence is felt by 
perhaps two million people, approximately one 
fifth of the total population of the Belgian 
Congo. We rejoice as we picture hundreds and 
even thousands of these people owning their 
Bibles. Some have bound them in goatskins or 
scraps of tar paper to preserve them—some of 
the volumes being partly eaten by the termites 
and otherwise in poor repair; but the precious 
Word of God is there, in their hands, in their 
mouths, and in their hearts. Young men often 
sit on their doorsteps and read without danger 
of ridicule from passersby; some may read, as 
they so like to do, with a loud voice, heard by 
many in the village who are at work; and the 
old people too, fortunate enough to have learned 
to read before it is too late, pore over their 
favorite portions and meditate on God’s Word. 

“Wherever the people have had a chance to 
learn to read, we require them to know how to 
read the Bible before they become baptized- 
Christians. Last year, throughout our terri- 
tory, there were 3,587 new Christians baptized. 
We rejoice to realize that many hundreds of 
them were Bible readers, and that this number 
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PASTOR KALOMBO DERIVES HIS POWER FOR 
PREACHING FROM HIS STUDY OF THE 
LUBA-LULUA BIBLE 


is increasing from year to year. But our chief 
joy is in their increasing understanding of the 
Word and in their own desire to tell it to others. 
Our prayer is that God’s Word may continue to 
have free course and be glorified among us until 
his kingdom come.” 


Good Ground in Czechoslovakia 


HE American Bible Society makes a 
modest grant for work in Czechoslova- 
kia. In reporting his distribution for 

1935, Rev. J. S. Porter, long the Society’s cor- 
respondent in Prague, writes of his veteran col- 
porteur who has been going up and down the 
country for thirty-five years with his knapsack 
on his back. One day the colporteur met a man 
on the street and told him of his lost state and 
Christ’s power to save. After they had parted, 
the man, an infidel, began to think. Then he 
sought for the colporteur, persevered until he 
secured his address, and wrote him begging 
him to visit him again. They met. The col- 
porteur explained to him from the Bible his 
need of a new heart and how Christ could bring 
him immediate personal salvation. The con- 


versation concluded with prayer and the evi- 
dent salvation of the man, who had never seen 
or heard of a Bible before. 

The former infidel is now an evangelist. He 
almost compelled his new friend to go to an- 
other village to a family that needed Christ. 
Here, similar conversation on the great theme 
of personal salvation followed, a Bible was 
bought, and the family now attends services. 

The first man has not lost his earnest desire 
to win his friends to Christ and is preparing 
others for the services of the colporteur. 
Kternity alone will reveal the fruit of the meet- 
ing months ago of two men on the street. 

Thus the saving Word is spread. The So- 
ciety’s representatives in Czechoslovakia dis- 
tributed 2,861 volumes of Scripture in 1935. 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 


ID you ever play Indian? Of course you have. 

Did you ever see a real Indian? Maybe you 

have seen some Indians and did not know it, 
because they were dressed like white people. 
how much we know about Indians. Here are three 
questions. Can you answer them? ‘The answers are 
on page 54, but don’t look at them now. See if you 
can answer them yourself, and see how many other peo- 
ple you ean find who can answer them. 
questions: 


Let’s see 


Here are the 


1. Do you know in what State one third of the In- 
dians of the United States live? 

2. What was the eastern part of that State, then a 
territory, called before admitted to statehood ? 

3. Can you name the “Five Civilized Tribes” whose 
homes are still there? 

Now, look at the pictures. They were taken in south- 
eastern Oklahoma, formerly the Choctaw nation whose 


capitol is still standing near Tuskahoma in Pushma- 
taha County. (Can you pronounce those big names? 
Take them apart and learn each syllable; then put 
them together, and you can say them easily. They are 
pronounced just as they are spelled.) 

There are several kinds of schools for Indian chil- 


dren. These pictures were taken at two of them. 
Wheelock Academy for Choctaw girls is over 100 years 
old, having been started as a mission school where 
children could learn about Jesus. 

How do you like these chubby Choctaw twins? Jincy 
Skelton is president of the Girl Reserves there, and the 
little orphan Choctaw twins are cared for by the girls 
under the direction of the school nurse. 

The other picture is also in the Choctaw country and 
shows the kind of church and school many of the peo- 
ple attend. Would you know that those buildings were 
a chureh and a school? 
mountains. 


It is in a lonely place in the 
The teacher is a Kiowa Indian young 
woman who is a college graduate, and a splendid 
teacher who helps everybody in the neighborhood. And 
here is some good news! The Government Indian Office 
is building them a new schoolhouse. 

All Indian people, young and old, like Bible stories. 
They want to know about God, and upon what we base 
our faith. The children have marvelous memories and 
learn whole chapters of the Bible quite easily, They 
need help in understanding, though, for some of them 
do not even speak English very well. 

Some time we will show you pictures of other In- 
dians, and tell you something of them. 


These children live in far-off Japan. They are blind, 
and their beautiful teacher is also blind. They are 


reading, not with their eyes, but with their fingers. 
They are reading the Bible in what is called the Braille 
system of reading for blind people. When they are 
grown up, they will be able to read with their fingers 
almost as fast as we can read with our eyes. Wouldn’t 
you like to help little blind children of Japan and other 
countries learn to read with their fingers about Jesus 
and his love? Well, here is how you ean do it. Write 
to the American Bible Society, Bible House, New York, 
and they will send you a ecard with the Braille alphabet 
on it. Then you can learn to read it yourself. The 
Bible Society will also tell you how you ean help blind 
children, many of whom are very poor, to get Braille 
Bibles. Now look at this Japanese Sunday-school class 
again. Wouldn’t it be a splendid idea to have your 
Sunday-school class undertake to help some blind chil- 
dren get Bibles they can read for themselves ? 
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Dr. North Goes to the Far East 


r NHERE is an insatiable 
craving for the Scrip- 
tures in China. In 

1935 the American Bible So- 
ciety distributed in that great 
land 24,000 Bibles, an equal 
number of Testaments and 
2,100,000 Portions. The dis- 
tribution of other Bible So- 
cieties brought this figure to 
the amazing total of over nine 
million volumes. If funds 
were available, an even much greater circula- 
tion than this would be eagerly absorbed by 
this mighty awakening people. 

Partly because of the strategic situation in 
China, General Secretary Eric M. North sailed 
from Victoria, B. C., for Shanghai on February 
20. He will also visit Japan and other sections 
of the Far East. This is the first visit of a 
Secretary of the American Bible Society to 
these parts in twenty-three years. 

Dr. North expects to reach Shanghai on 
March 9, and will spend some time in the study 
of a new policy of cooperation with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society and the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, looking toward the 


General Secretary 


North 


creation, in the near future, of the newly pro- 
posed Bible Society in China. After a confer- 
ence on these matters to be held in Shanghai, 
Dr. North in company with Secretary Carleton 
Lacy, of the China Agency of the American 
Bible Society, will visit the subagency at Pei- 
ping, Secretary North going from there to 
Manchuria and Korea before making his visit 
in Japan, where he will remain for about two 
weeks. 

Several days will be spent in conference with 
various missionary groups in discussing the 
advisability of the development of Scriptural 
vernacular translations for rural use and the 
revision of translations made in earlier years. 

On his return journey to the United States, 
Dr. North plans to stop over in Honolulu to ex- 
plore the possibilities of establishing an auxil- 
iary in the Hawaiian Islands. He expects to 
reach home late in May or early in June. 

With the growing interest in the Scriptures, 
especially in China, there is every reason to be- 
lieve that a new era of widespread demand con- 
fronts the Bible Societies in the Far East, and 
that Dr. North’s visit is therefore most timely. 
Upon his return the RECORD will share with its 
readers Dr. North’s observations. 
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February Meeting of the 
Board 


HE tenth stated meeting of the 
Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 


hundred and twenty-first year was 
held at the Bible House, Park Ave- 
nue and 57th Street, New York, on 
Thursday, February 4, 1937, at 3:30 
0b Tak, 

President John T. Manson was in 
the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by General Secretary North. 

The minutes of the ninth stated 
meeting of the Board were approved. 

Minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and ap- 
proved, and their recommendations 
adopted. 

The Board approved of a special 
appropriation of $2,000, to be set 
aside for grants of Scriptures to 
refugees and for replacing destroyed 
Scriptures and similar needs result- 


ing out of the present flood condi- 
tions. 

Secretary North reported plans for 
his trip to the Far East. 

The Treasurer reported the fol- 
lowing consignments to the Foreign 
Agencies: 


“November Vols Value 

Latin America ...... 16,702 $1,816.46 

Near ast’: aves st oreterere 2 70 

Mar Hast v.vsicieresirevnene 130 57.36 
16,834 $1,874.52 

December 

Latin America ...... 4,805 $2,138.73 

Hats Ha Stic ccimmewene eenene 10,301 301.74 
15,106 $2,440.47 


The issues from the Bible House 
during the month of November were 
202,478 volumes; and for the month 
of December, 350,015 volumes. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


HE Rhode Island Bible 
Society is three years older 
than the American Bible So- 
ciety and cooperates most heart- 
ily with the American Bible 
Society in all its work. During 
the past year, with the aid of a 
grant of $500 from the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, the Rhode 
Island Bible Society employed 
a colporteur, Charles V. Ro- 
drigues, for work among the 
many Portuguese residing in 
the state. Mr. Rodrigues’ vis- 
its, totaling about 1,800, re- 
sulted in his distributing 647 
Bibles, Testaments, and Por- 
tions to persons who otherwise 
would not have had them. He 
answered many questions and 
explained many passages to 
eager inquirers after the truth. 
Among others whom the col- 
porteur met, was the editor of 
the leading Portuguese paper 
of the state—a blind man. His 
great affliction had made the 
editor bitter against God and 
the universe, and Mr. Rodri- 
gues was privileged to bring 
this troubled soul to Christ. 
The influence of such a man is 
great. Another Bible was sold 
to a restaurant-saloon keeper’s 
wife and eventually to the pro- 
prietor himself, who now ex- 
hibits a Portuguese Bible in his 
front store window. Dr. Mc- 
Curdy, secretary of the Rhode 
Island Bible Society, writes, 
“It has been appalling to dis- 
cover the ignorance of this peo- 
ple concerning the Bible, and 
thrilling to observe their joy 
when they come to know it.” 
@ e 
IN the October number of 


the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD ap- 
peared a little biographical 


story entitled “A Half Day with 
the Bibleman.” This has 
proved a great blessing to many 
readers. The superintendent 
of the junior department of a 
Sunday school writes of hav- 
ing dramatized the little story 
one Sunday morning with her 
boys and girls. We are glad to 
announce that steps are being 
taken to reproduce the story in 
the form of a leaflet for free 
distribution, with detailed sug- 
gestions for its use in Sunday- 
school groups. 


THE need for Scriptures in 
Brazil is great. Secretary 
Turner writes of a recent trip 
throughout his territory as fol- 
lows: 


I had five different seat compan- 
ions along the different sections of 
the journey. With the five there was 
opportunity for conversation about 
occupation, destinations, and general 
subjects. When asked, I explained 
the nature of my work, as they did 
theirs. Only one out of the five had 
ever seen a Bible, and he was a Ger- 
man. One of the remaining four 
had heard about the Bible “which 
the priests read in Latin.” The 
other three, who were middle-class 
workingmen, did not so much as 
know the meaning of the word. But 
it is just this type that represents 
the vast majority of the population 
of Brazil, and they must be reached. 


THE Dutch Bible Society is 
planning for a celebration of 
the three hundredth anniver- 
sary of the Authorized Dutch 
Version of the Scriptures, dur- 
ing 1937. Among other items 
will be a good cheap text of the 
authorized version. Another 
project will be the production 
of a Dutch “edition” of the 


Speaking Bible, now so popu- 
lar and helpful among the blind 
in England and the United 
States. 


WE hear continually about 
families on relief. Beside their 
daily bread they need the bread 
of Life. A letter of thanks has 
been received from the case 
supervisor of the Department 
of Public Welfare in the city of 
Richmond, Virginia, thanking 
the American Bible Society for 
the Bibles, Testaments, and 
Portions which, through Sec- 
retary McElroy, were distrib- 
uted to families on relief in that 
city. Many of the penny por- 
tions of Saint Luke were pre- 
sented to the children. White 
and colored families were re- 
membered with impartiality. 


Do you want to devote an 
evening to the Bible in the 
weekly prayer meeting? Is the 
Bible one of the subjects which 
are being discussed by your 
young people’s societies? When 
the Bible is assigned to you as 
a subject for debate or as a 
topic for a club paper, where 
do you secure helpful material? 

“What the Bible Can Do for 
Us Today” is the title of a 
pamphlet obtainable from the 
American Bible Society. This 
booklet contains many brief 
suggestions helpful in writing 
an article or making an address 
on the Bible. Copies may be 
secured from the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, 
New York, or from any of the 
district offices, a list of which 
appears on the inside of the 
front cover of the RECORD. 
Price, five cents, postpaid. 
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FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


T is impossible for us to pre- 

sent to our readers the 
many letters that have come 
commenting on the new form 
in which the BIBLE SOCIETY 
RECORD appeared beginning in 
January. We quote from just 
three: 

Your anniversary number is fine. 
Tt has made me double my usual 
contribution to the work of distrib- 
uting the Scriptures. Hereafter I 
will send you $10 a month instead 
ot the former $5. 


The following letter comes 
from a staunch supporter of the 
Society, who holds seven an- 
nuity agreements into which 
she has entered with the So- 


ciety over the past ten years: 


A few weeks ago I asked to have 
the February interest ($200 out of 
her $209.20 payment) put into an- 
other bond. 

You kindly responded, saying that 
it could be done. Today, after read- 
ing your most interesting ReEcorp, 
the thought came that I can get 
along without the remaining $9.20 
and would lke to have you turn it 
into the most needy channel. I long 
to do all I can to spread His Word. 
I rejoice over all that He enables 
you to do. 

I am sending you my heartiest 
congratulations on your dedication 
number. Sent you a small contribu- 
tion a few days ago. May God bless 
you. 

e ® 


ANOTHER friend writes: 


I want to thank you for the won- 
derful work your Society has done 
in 120 years, the results of which 
eannot be estimated by us. May 
you continue ever and always. I feel 
grateful for the many blessings God 
gives me, first of which is the daily 
presence of his Spirit; next, for the 
comparative good health I am en- 
joying, so I can truly say my time 
is in His hands. 


Enclosed I hand you a little gift 
of ten dollars, to use in spreading 
of the gospel. I wish I had ten 
times as much to send you. With 


Beware of 
Thieves 


INCE January first our 

Annuity Department has 
learned of five annuity gifts 
which had been sent to us, 
but which were never te- 
ceived. During the same pe- 
riod a number of small gifts 
also disappeared in the mails. 
In the case of the checks the 
risk is reduced by stopping 
payment; but where cash is 
sent in an unregistered envel- 
ope, there is little chance of 
recovery. Every effort is be- 
ing made to apprehend those 
who are guilty of these rob- 
beries. Meanwhile we cannot 
emphasize too strongly the 
wisdom of registering all let- 
ters containing bills or post- 
age stamps. Any postmaster 
will register a letter for fif- 
teen cents. It is far prefer- 
able to send the money by 
bank check or draft or by an 
express company or _ post- 
office money order. 


Whichever way is chosen, 
address the letter and make 


the check, draft or order pay- 
able to Gilbert Darlington, 
Treasurer, Bible House, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New 
York. 


many prayers for the continued suc- 
cess of the greatest of all work. 
e e 
AN annuitant writes: 
The January RecorD is so replete 
with the history of Bible work in all 


lands. I wish to congratulate the 
Society on the new form of Recorp. 
... The contents ... much enjoyed 
by my friends and myself. 

e e 


Still another from Pennsyl- 
vania: 

My Dedication number of the 
BisieE Sociery Record has come... . 
Heartiest congratulations. ... Sent 
you a small contribution a few days 
ago ... hope to be able to do so 
again. 

e e 

ON hotel stationery from a 
midwestern city comes this re- 
freshing note: 

Enclosed please find money order 
for Bible you so kindly gave me on 
faith six or seven years ago, when 
IT was a resident of New York. 


e e 
A Correction 


N page 28 of the February 

issue of the BIBLE SOCIETY 
RECORD, in the article on ‘‘The 
Secret of Moody’s Power,” we 
quoted a statement purporting 
to come from C. H. Spurgeon, 
in which that great preacher is 
reported as saying that “Luther 
dug his mental ore from Cal- 
vin.’ This statement is, of 
course, palpably incorrect, and 
should have been caught before 
publishing. In 1517, when 
Luther opened the doors for 


‘the Protestant movement by his 


dramatic act at Wittenberg, 
Calvin was only eight years old. 
Subsequent history offers no 
evidence that Luther was even 
dependent upon Calvin. 
e e 
Answers to Questions on 
Page 51 

1. Oklahoma, 

2. Indian Territory. 

3. Cherokee, Choctaw, Chick- 
asaw, Creek, and Seminole. 


Nine Hundred and Ninety-one Languages 


Being the annual announcement of the steady march of God's deathless 
Word as it girdles the globe with the glad tidings of a Saviour’s love— 
and some additional ins piring data about the Scriptures in many tongues 


NCE each year the American Bible Society gathers from many sources the record 
of Scriptures that have appeared, during the twelve months past, in languages 
hitherto without the Word of God. This information is often slow in reaching the 

Bible House, and hence does not represent what has been accomplished within one year, 
but rather what has been discovered during that year as having been accomplished. 

Since the last survey, at the close of 1935, the Society has discovered that some por- 
tion of the Scriptures has been translated and published in 19 languages hitherto not 
reported. Of these newly published Scriptures, nine were actually accomplished in 1936. 
The other ten were reported during the year as having been accomplished a few months 
or years earlier. 

These newly discovered achievements of translation and publication increase the 
number of languages in which the Scriptures have now been published to 991. 

A further analysis reveals the extent to which the Scriptures have been published 
in the various languages as follows: 


DsnOlem sD Commence ee mart. emeaetr Cre munis a tnt us 176 
INewernestanicents. additional: 4-6.) .e,. 36. oe. 214 
Portions (at least one bed Schoos \........-..---- 520 
Selected passages .. . qi Oe SY ee ee 81 

AUGVEN "Beek erated, Ow erkoleyyeet socal 6 ot eS hel 


One new Bible was added in 1936 —that in the Venda language spoken in the Trans- 
vaal. Six New Testaments were completed during the year. The nineteen languages to 
be added to the list for 1936 are as follows: 


Hungana (Africa) John Ngambat (Africa) = Mark 
Songoi (Africa) | New Testament Ngbaka (Africa) John 
Zinza (Africa) | Matthew Suk (Africa) = Mark 
Krongo (Africa) = Mark Mbum (Africa) Luke 
Shanga (Africa) John Wa (Asia) John 
Gudeila (Africa) Matthew Chin: Areng Khumi = (Asia) Mark 
Jatsi (Africa) — Selections Sengoi (Asia) Selections 
Bembe (Africa) Mark Bern German (Europe) Luke 
Bolia (Africa) Luke Moravian Romany (Europe) Acts 
Creole of Brava Is. (Africa) —_ Selections 


Among the Gospels, Mark has been translated into 630 languages, Matthew into 604, 
John into 559, and Luke into 550. : 

In the Library at the Bible House are to be found copies of the Scripture in 664 lan- 
guages and dialects. This does not include some twenty or more additional languages in 
volumes still left with the New York Public Library, which will be returned to the Bible 
House during this year. 


“We Must Start Life Anew” 


writes a flood sufferer 


_And he wants to start it again sustained 
by the comfort and guidance of the Bible 


he me on, 23 


ONE church federation secretary has put in a call to the American 
Bible Society for ten thousand portions, four thousand Testaments, and two 
thousand Bibles to meet the needs in his city. These were sent at once. 
The Society must respond to all these calls. 


A\PPROXIMATELY 500 churches in the flooded area . . . Some 
totally submerged, and in all of them floors and pews covered with slime. . . 
Bibles and hymn books soggy, swollen, and unfit for further use .. . Many 
precious pulpit Bibles ruined... 


Ghe American Bible Society intends to provide for the Scripture needs of 
these 500 churches to the extent of its available resources. 


Will you help to make these resources adequate? 


OAR AAS SSA SOM SSS SASS SSSA SETS See eee 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


I am glad to respond to the special appeal to give the Word of God to the victims of the 
flood, and enclose herewith $.........:ccccsssseccereecesers 


Name 
Address 


